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Our mission is to champion the needs of sexually 
and severely physically abused children through 
prevention, intervention, therapy and collaboration.

Dear Friends,

The Georgia Center for Child Advocacy concluded 2018 serving more 
families than ever before – changing the course of over 800 children’s lives 
for the better. As an organization, we experienced change of our own last 
year. We entered the first year of our 2018-2020 Strategic Plan, which gave 
way to some serious contemplation about our role in improving the quality 
of life for all kids throughout Georgia. 

Because of your generosity and support, we were able to dedicate last 
year to several new projects which are changing the way we think about 
the effects of childhood trauma and abuse; and more notably, how our 
response as a child advocacy center can shape healthier communities 
for our future. We elevated our family advocacy services by creating a 
Community Family Advocate who manages families with complex needs. 
We strengthened our response to child pornography and trafficking victims 
by not only having our staff trained, but also by sharing our knowledge 
and conducting targeted trainings across our state. We expanded our 
preventative trainings to include two child-focused programs, which 
provide kids the tools they need to protect themselves – raising awareness 
and building resilience among youth. We are proud to have been selected 
by the National Child Traumatic Stress Network as their pilot site to test its 
Trauma-Informed Organizational Assessment, advancing our commitment 
to ongoing evaluation of best practices and standards within our field.  
We are grateful for the groundwork which 2018 afforded us as it continues 
to spark innovative ideas and change. 

To our generous donors, supportive partners, and invested community 
members – thank you for being a part of the culture that both protects 
children from harm and then believes them when they speak out. We are 
all creating a collective impact to promote better outcomes for children 
who have experienced trauma and abuse. I hope you enjoy the remainder 
of our report and learn more about how your involvement generates 
positive change among our clients, felt throughout our community. 

Warmly,

Sheila Ryan        
Chief Executive Officer



Intervention
In 2018 

784
children interviewed

by our forensics team 
at our two centers

1,727
case managers, law enforcement 

officers, prosecutors, and 
professionals trained

Forensic Interviews
Following an allegation, children are referred to the 
Georgia Center for Child Advocacy so that one of our 
trained professionals can conduct a forensic interview. Our 
Center greets each child in a kid-friendly, inviting, and most 
importantly, safe environment. We provide them the space 
to share their personal experience, at their own pace, using 
their own voice. In 2018 we continued to see a steady 
increase responding to over 780 children and their families 
who received not only an effective, coordinated model  
of care, but also the hope and skills to succeed beyond  
our walls.

Family Advocacy
We recognize that family structure is a critical component 
of a child’s success. Our Family Advocates help remove 
barriers to services and work to ensure the overall safety 
and well-being of the child and family. We help connect our 
clients with concrete services to provide housing, protective 
orders, domestic violence intervention, food, transportation 
and public assistance when needed. We have strong, 
long-standing partners who are also invested in the lasting 
health and safety of the children we see. A key aspect of 
our model of care is coordinating weekly case management 
meetings with our Fulton and DeKalb County partners to 
address the progress of each case. The Georgia Center for 
Child Advocacy serves the most vulnerable members of 
our community using an effective approach—building a 
promising future for victimized kids of all ages.

“ The people who provided services 
 were so kind and respectful and 
 helpful to me and my son.”



Clinical

Therapy Services
We respond as immediately as possible to the needs of 
child victims and their families in order to reduce the impact 
of their trauma and provide them the tools to heal. One 
of these tools is offering free, high-quality therapy specific 
to the child’s needs. Our therapists are skilled in evidence-
based treatments that address childhood trauma and 
improve child safety and well-being. We incorporate family 
members into our treatment services because children 
improve most when caregivers and families are healthy  
and equipped with tools to move forward. Our clinical team 
conducted 949 therapy sessions with 125 children and  
their families in 2018.

Services for Trafficking Victims
Specialized federally funded grant programs enhance our 
interventions with commercially sexually exploited and 
trafficked children and their families. Project Intersect is part 
of the National Child Traumatic Stress Network (SAMHSA) 
and focuses on mental health treatment and the training of 
professionals across child-serving systems to better recognize 
and respond to the needs of exploited children. The Envision 
Project (DOJ-OVC), in partnership with the Junior League 
of Atlanta, supports intensive case management and 
family advocacy as well specialized youth programming on 
employment readiness, educational support, independent 
living skills, and personal growth and development (new 
in 2018) to reduce revictimization and additionally support 
the well-being of commercially sexually exploited clients. 
Our Grants team trained over 1500 professionals in trauma-
informed care, trauma-focused treatment and CSEC 
awareness in 2018 and provided specialized programming  
to 35 trafficked youth.

125
children served

“ I feel (this) place is welcoming 
 and very helpful. The place is 
 very nice. They have a lot of 
 resources in place.”

In 2018 

949
sessions conducted



Prevention

Unfortunately, 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused 
before the age of eighteen regardless of economic, 
racial, social, or ethnic status or religious affiliation. Our 
prevention initiative aims to prevent child sexual abuse, 
reduce childhood trauma, and promote healthy outcomes 
in Georgia through a collaborative effort that equips adults 
with awareness, education, and resources to take action. 
Since 2006 we have trained adults using Darkness to 
Light’s evidence-informed curriculum, Stewards of Children. 
This initiative has built public awareness by engaging 
communities at the local level – training over 130,000 
adults in 148 of the 159 Georgia counties. 

Equipping youth-serving agencies, faith-centers and school 
systems with comprehensive abuse prevention training is 
essential to the overall health of any community. The six 
regional coordinators work to build community prevention 
coalitions which encourage and empower all adults within 
a community to take ownership of protecting children. We 
prescribe to the tipping point theory, which suggests that 
once five percent of the population changes a practice, 
the rate of adopting that change increases. Our results are 
encouraging, with 18 counties reaching tipping point, 
contributing to a 35 percent statewide tipping point. 
Our Hispanic Outreach Coordinator has strengthened 
partnerships within the Hispanic/Latino community.

In 2018, with the passage of Erin’s Law, requiring all public 
schools to provide annual, age-appropriate sexual abuse 
prevention education in grades K-9, GCCA, along with 
statewide partners through the Human Trafficking Task 
Force, released a Technical Assistance Resource Guide on 
Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Prevention. This 
comprehensive guide provides best practices in developing 
a prevention plan, age appropriate teaching suggestions, 
an analysis of programs, and guidelines for implementation 
and evaluation. We also added two child-focused courses 
to our portfolio of services, Monique Burr Foundation’s 
Child Safety Matters and Love 146’s Not a #Number. 
We provided course implementation in eight schools and 
several community-based youth programs. Child abuse 
prevention programs help increase protective factors, 
strengthen communities and create a more equitable, 
societal commitment to the overall well-being of children.

166
new Stewards of Children 
facilitators were trained

In 2018 

17,903
adults participated in the  

Stewards of Children training



Individuals
Tim Adams*
Mark Adams
Monica Alarcon
David & Cameron Alkhazraji*
Jason Allen
Alan Anderson*
Lillian K Ansley
Melanie Archer
Kasey Asarch
MD Rafi Bala
Bill Ballard
Sean & Tisa Barnave
Deisha Barnett
Marshall B. Barton
Cromwell Baun
Catherine Baxter LPC
Daniel Berman
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Steve Ehretsman

Daniel Jonathan Elkon
Franklin Engrams
Audra Esrey
Nancy N Fajman, M.D.
Mary Fellows*
Benjamin Fink
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Peter Fitzgerald*
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Angela Forstie
Rae Ann Frank
Lauren & Bryan Gershkowitz*
Stan Gilbreath
Camille & Deryk Gilmore*
Marc & Jessie Gordan*
Scott Greenwald*
Hilary Grotewold & 
 Jaime Cooper
Julie Ann Grotewold
Joseph & Gena Gyengo
James R Hall
Angelle & Art Hamilton
Brenda Hanson
Marci J. Healy
Jennifer Henn
DJ Hershey
Alex Hertz
Mary & Heath Higgins
Gwen Hix
Preston & Jessica Holloway
Oliver Wendell Holmes, II*
Hollis T. Houk
Erik Huovinen
Lisa Hurd
Melanie Hutchins
Victoria Jackson & Aziz Kadmiri
Gail James

Janet & Bucky Johnson*
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Yvonne Bryant Johnson
Steven Jones*
Liz & Tyler Jones*
Mac Joye
Sue Kahlert*
Lawrence C. & Riley Kasmen
John & Melinda Kauffman*
John & Angie Keller
Jenna Kelly
Michelle King
Thomas Kirbo
Rob Kirchner*
Nazeeya Kokinti*
Michael Kornheiser
Marianna Kovitch*
Cindy Krapcho
Justin Lampley
David Lanier*
Kathleen Lasseter*
Joan Lavin*
Lawrence J Lehman
Dana Letourneau
Kacie & Blake Gordon
Alana Leverette
Tal Levy
Pascal & Marva Lewis
Michael R & Blythe Marsau*
Mark McGregor
Wade & Dana McKenzie*
Jay McClure
Evelyn McMahon
Linda McMurray & 
 Harrison Miller*
Tobin Mercer
Greg & Erica Michell
Brandon Miller
Brent & Cherise Mlott*
Karen Moore
Dave Moran
Bruce Moseley
Joe Mulrooney

Mark & Tracy Murgash*
Laura Hale Murrey
Lydia Nash
Carol Neal-Rossi
Gwyn Oates
Merrick & Lane Olives*
Daniel & Martha O’Neill*
Christine & Barry O’Neill*
Michael F Ottwiller
Monet Patrick
Kevin C Patrick
Nycole Patterson
Beth Allison Patterson
Jason Payne
Chris Pelosi
Darren W. Penn*
Mark Pergolini*
Katherine Peterson
Tahnicia Phillips
Kriss Poll*
James Ray*
Ashley Ray*
Emily Richardson
Casey Richter*
Tom Rittle*
Nancy Rollins*
Matt Rotenberry
Joost Rutten
Sheila & Chip Ryan*
Brian & Karla A. Sadler*
Jerry-Grace & Bruce Sadler
Shara Sanders
Heiko Schmidt
Ferrill & Rob Sessions
Henry Sewell
Liz Seymour
Matt Sharp
Caryl Shepherd*
Steve & Michelle Shlansky*
Mark & Linda Silberman
Gary Simat*
Maxima Sims*
Chris Sizemore

Ruth Smith*
Andrea Smith*
Carla C. Smith
Linda Smith
Neal E. & Judith E. Starkey*
Shawn Stinson*
Michelle Stinson
Pam & Scott Strumlauf
John & Leslie Tarbutton*
Vera Taylor
Sara & David Tennery*
John H Thomas
Eric & Dawn Tresh
Jeff & Colleen C. Tyner*
Star VanderHaar*
Jennifer Waddy*
Sarah Benton Walker
Lia Webster*
Tim & Anne M Wheatley*
Karen Wilbanks*
Sally & Nick Williams
Marty C. Williamson
Robert E & Lynda Wilson*
Geoff Wilson
Nichelle Wilson 
William Ottis Wingate, IV*
Michael Woodard*
Julia & Thomas Worthy
Steven & Hillary Yarmowich
William Young
Carolyn Zimney

* Change Maker Society members

Organizations
352 Inc.
Active Production and Design, Inc. 
Alliant Insurance Services
American Culinary Federation
Amerigroup Community Care*
Arketi Group
Atlanta Smiles & Wellness
Belle Isle Craft Spirits, Inc.

2018 Supporters
Thanks to the generous contributions of our supporters, we are able to provide our 
specialized services at no cost to the children and families we serve. Because of you,  
hope and healing for these children and their families is possible.



Income

Grant Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,426,241 50%
Contributions (restricted) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $662,736  23%
Special Events (net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $301,933 11%
Program Income / Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $274,244 10%
Contributions (unrestricted) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $206,658  7%

 Total $2,871,812

Expenses

Program Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,624,523 91%
Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $168,255  6%
Management & General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $102,031  4%

 Total $2,894,809

Berman Fink Van Horn P.C.*
Bickes Family Foundation*
Bison Life
Bobbie Bailey Foundation*
Builders Insurance Group*
C.D. Moody 
 Construction Company*
Cathedral of Christ the King
Chick-fil-A
Children’s Advocacy Centers 
 of Georgia*
City of Atlanta*
CloudCover
Coca-Cola United
Coleman’s Cuppiecakes
Columbia Properties*
Community Foundation for 
 Greater Atlanta, Inc*
Criminal Justice 
 Coordinating Council 
 (C16-8-019, V18-8-057, C15-8-488, 

 C17-8-014)*
Cuzdey, Ehrmann, Wagner, 
 Stine & Sansalone LLC*
DeKalb County Human 
 Services Department*
Dekalb School Employees 
 Foundation, Inc.*
Delta Air Lines
Delta Community Credit 
 Union Philanthropic Fund*
DK Films
Dunwoody Woman’s Club
Ed Voyles Automotive Group*
Edge Design Group
Federal Home Loan Bank 
 of Atlanta*
Florence Hunt 
 Maxwell Foundation*
Frances Wood 
 Wilson Foundation*
Georgia Department 
 of Human Services*
Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta

Greek Orthodox Ladies 
 Philoptochos Society
Help for Children*
Ida Alice Ryan Charitable Trust*
Jim Ellis Atlanta, Inc.*
Joe Carlos Photography 
John and Mary 
 Franklin Foundation*
John and Polly 
 Sparks Foundation*
JPMorgan Chase & Co.*
Kadmiri Fine Art
Kiwanis Foundation 
 of Atlanta, Inc.*
Leonard Phillips Foundation
Litigation Solutions, LLC
Lyght House Cocktails
Mary Allen Lindsey 
 Branan Foundation*
Mayberry Electric, Inc.*
McClure and Kornheiser, LLC*
Morgan Fund of the Community 
 Foundation for Greater Atlanta*
National Children’s Alliance*
National Commission 
 on Certification of 
 Physician Assistants
Network for Good*
Newcastle Investment 
 Fund, LLC*
Northside Hospital*
Paulson Mitchell, Inc.*
Pearl’s Catering
Penn Law LLC*
PhotoFrenzy Booth
Pioneer Land Group*
Pittulloch Foundation*
Publix Super Markets Charities*
QuikTrip*
R. Howard 
 Dobbs, Jr. Foundation*
Redwood Wealth Management
Robert and Polly 
 Dunn Foundation*

FinancialsSartain Lanier Family Foundation*
Savannah Distributing Co.*
Schwab Charitable Fund*
SDC Gwinnett, LLC
Sexual Abuse Speak Out 
SK Commercial Realty, LLC.*
Slalom Consulting, LLC*
State Farm Education Assist 
 Fund of the Community 
 Foundation for Greater Atlanta*
SunTrust Robinson-Humphrey*
Swift, Currie, McGhee 
 and Hiers LLP
The Center for Spiritual 
 Living Midtown
The HAND Foundation*
The Home Depot Foundation*
The Imlay Foundation, Inc.*
The RFP Fund, Inc*
The Rite Aid Foundation*
The Squinted Eye
Theisen Consulting*
Thomas & Irene B. 
 Kirbo Charitable Trust*
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Total Server Solutions*
Transamerica Foundation*
U.S. Department of Health 
 and Human Services*
U.S. Department of Justice; 
 Office of Justice Programs*
United Way of Greater 
 Atlanta, Inc.*
United Way of Greater 
 Lorain County
UPS Foundation*
Vatic Outsourcing*
Vince Bailey Productions
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation*
Williams Family Foundation 
 of Georgia Inc.*

* Change Maker Society members

“ The social and economic consequences of abuse 
affect everyone. With each child we save, and each 
abuser we stop, our city and our neighborhoods are 
safer, our children are stronger, and our future is 
brighter. The Georgia Center is a leader in the fight  
to stop childhood sexual abuse in our community.”
 Lawrence Kasmen
 Board Chair
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Jillian Oates
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Jessalyn Rushin, MPA
Family Advocate

Natalie Segovia
Forensic Interviewer / Family Advocate 

Nzinga Hurey
Forensic Interviewer / Family Advocate

Ashley Maloud, MPH
Intake Coordinator

Diondra Thurmon
Intake Coordinator

Margaret Huddle, LMSW
Psychotherapist

Camelia Narez, MSW, ACSW
Psychotherapist

Jennifer Hossler, MSW 
Program Manager

Camille Kramer, MPH
Project Coordinator

Amy Shipp, LCSW
CSEC Specialist / Family Advocate

Giselle Balfour, PhD
Project Coordinator

Dana McKenzie
Community Volunteer

Cherise Mlott
Director, Corp. Real Estate SE, Portfolio 
Management, AT&T Services, Inc.

Cheryl Monkhouse
Global Communications Manager, 
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Jeff Tyner
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2018 Board Officers Staff

Prevention

Forensic Services

Clinical Services

2018 Board Members

“ GCCA’s vision is a community without child abuse 
where every child feels safe and I think we did just  
a little bit more to achieve that vision. We expanded  
our service offerings, reached more supporters  
and children, and we are moving towards our vision.”
 Pascal Lewis
 2019 Board Vice-Chair



678-904-2880
P.O. Box 17770, Atlanta, GA 30316

georgiacenterforchildadvocacy.org Printing Provided by 
Federal Home Loan 

Bank of Atlanta

Full Member 
Children’s Advocacy 
Centers of Georgia

Attend a Stewards of Children Training

To Learn More:

Attend a Center of Change Tour

4th Wednesday of each month
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

4th Wednesday of each month
12 p.m. – 1 p.m.


