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Our mission is to champion the needs of sexually 
and severely physically abused children through 
prevention, intervention, therapy and collaboration.

Dear Friends,

I never imagined when I first joined the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy 
that my journey with the Center would be one paved with children 
having much more courage than fear, and more joy than grief. And most 
importantly, one which gave thousands of children brighter futures filled 
with endless possibilities.

These possibilities have been shaped by our expert staff, an enthusiastic 
Board of Directors, and thousands of caring individuals like you inspiring us 
along the way. Knowing that connections matter, we lean on each other, 
and also look to our countless partners to construct improved responses 
to childhood trauma. We are grateful for your support, which lends us this 
collective ability. Underneath the provoking headlines, it is this collective 
effort happening every day that allows our kids to reimagine their futures. 

With a new decade ahead, we are excited to share that after months of 
research and consideration, we have selected a new and larger location for 
our Fulton Center at the MET Atlanta. Our future space will significantly 
expand our ability to serve Georgia’s most vulnerable children through a 
new, specialized facility designed with them in mind. We’ve launched our 
capital campaign, Reimagining Impact: A Campaign for Georgia’s 
Children, and construction has already begun. Looking forward, our new 
home will give us all the capacity to create even more possibilities for 
children and families in need. 

Thank you for supporting me and the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy 
along this momentous, critical journey. As you read the rest of our 2019 
Annual Report, know the importance of your involvement and how it 
empowers all of us to give children more hope year after year. 

Warmly,

Sheila Ryan        
Chief Executive Officer



Intervention

1,784
PROFESSIONALS 

TRAINED 

729
FORENSIC INTERVIEWS 

CONDUCTED

582
FAMILIES ASSISTED 

DURING CRISIS 
INTERVENTION

REIMAGINING IMPACT
Once in our new home, we will be able to offer 
families and partners one additional interview 
room, monitoring room, and family advocacy room – 
increasing our ability to reach more children in need.

We conduct forensic interviews for children living in 
DeKalb and Fulton counties. Following an allegation, 
the forensic interview is a developmentally and culturally 
appropriate conversation that gives a child the opportunity 
to share their account with a trained professional in a 
confidential, safe and supportive environment. This model 
works to reduce the trauma a child experiences both from 
the incident itself and the response they receive upon 
disclosure. We also serve as the critical conveners of state 
agencies and partners during the case management process 
through bi-weekly multidisciplinary team meetings and our 
family advocacy services. 

After spending much of 2018 laying the 
groundwork, we were able to solidify our 
professional service offerings last year by 
expanding our supervision and consultation 
around the state. We are honored to have 
consulted with some of Georgia counties on 
their first cases of human trafficking – sharing 

our expert knowledge with others in the 
fight against child abuse. Several people 
participated in advanced training on topics 
like providing expert testimony, presenting 
evidence in court, and serving Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children.

“ They were understanding, kind and 
sensitive to my feelings. They put us 
at ease and informed us of numerous 
resources that we were not aware of.”



Clinical

Beyond the crisis response, we are committed to the child’s 
long-term healing and provide them the tools they need for 
a healthy future. 

Because our therapy services are free and on site, we are 
reaching those most at risk for suffering negative impacts 
who would not otherwise be able to afford evidence-based, 
trauma-informed mental health treatment. Our Ph.D. and 
Masters’ level licensed therapists are trained in modalities 
that address childhood trauma, physical abuse, and 
problematic sexual behaviors. Our Clinical team also delivers 
specialized programming to improve the lives of child 
survivors of sex trafficking, also known as Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) through Project Intersect 
and the Envision Project. Through the partnership with 
the Junior League of Atlanta, the Envision Project provides 
educational support, intensive case management and 
employment readiness, independent living and personal 
growth programming to trafficked youth.

REIMAGINING IMPACT
We will now offer designated waiting areas for our 
families visiting us for therapy services to increase 
privacy among our clients who are at different stages 
of the healing process. We will also have an area to 
honor the transformational work of our clients by 
including a “Hallway of Hope” that will display special 
projects and art that lend to wellness and support.

Therapists participated in a year-long training 
collaborative for Problematic Sexual Behavior-
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (PSB-CBT). 
Currently, we are the only provider in Georgia 
to deliver this evidence-based treatment 
for youth who are displaying problematic 
sexual behaviors. Our PSB Group is a crucial 
outpatient option to help both the child 
and the family address and change at-risk 

behaviors, as well as design safety plans to 
help the family maintain a safe environment.

In May, the Clinical Team accepted twelve 
new organizations into its Foundations 
Trauma Focused-Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy Learning Collaborative; these 
organizations collectively conducted 3,086 
TF-CBT sessions to 301 youth in 2019.

1,342
THERAPY SESSIONS 

PROVIDED FOR 

139
FAMILIES

1,297
UNITS OF SERVICES FOR 

TRAFFICKED YOUTH

3,000
TRAINED IN  

THINK TRAUMA



Prevention

Director of Prevention Services served as the 
2019 President of the National Coalition to 
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation 
– increasing our presence on the national 
stage. In partnership with Prevent Child 
Abuse Georgia, we piloted and adopted 
Connections Matter Georgia; this training 
is based upon the intersecting topics of 

Adverse Childhood Experiences, trauma, 
brain development and resilience, and shows 
how caring connections serve as a primary 
buffer against the long-term negative 
health outcomes. We are excited to offer 
this trauma-informed training statewide 
with parents, youth-serving providers and 
community members.

REIMAGINING IMPACT
Our future training room will give us enough space 
to host large trainings and meetings that will elevate 
every department’s work. This is where Connections 
Matter Georgia will help build community resilience, 
where youth survivors of trafficking will receive 
personal development skills through Envision 
Workshops, where foster parents will learn skills 
to enhance their strengths as parents through an 
intensive Project Intersect training, and where 
promises of brighter futures with endless possibilities 
for kids will thrive.

150K+
ADULTS TRAINED IN 

DARKNESS TO LIGHT’S 
STEWARDS OF CHILDREN

2,389
K-5 STUDENTS TRAINED IN 

CHILD SAFETY MATTERS

700+
ADULTS TRAINED IN PILOT 
PHASE OF CONNECTIONS 

MATTER GEORGIA

Our statewide Prevention Program aims to prevent child 
sexual abuse, reduce childhood trauma, and promote 
healthy outcomes in Georgia through a collaborative 
effort that equips adults with awareness, education, and 
resources to take action. Since 2006, this initiative has built 
public awareness by conducting trainings and engaging 
communities at the local level – facilitating the training of over 
150,000 adults in 150 out of the 159 Georgia counties using 
Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children. In addition to six 
new counties across the state, the entire region of Northeast 
Georgia (Region 2 encompassing 14 counties) reached a 
tipping point, training 5% of their adult population. Our 
Hispanic Outreach Program continues to demonstrate 
success - now training 2,054 Spanish-speaking adults, and 
establishing meaningful partnerships with Hispanic/Latinx 
youth-serving organizations throughout Metro-Atlanta.
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David & Cameron Alkhazraji*
Scott Anderson
Alan Anderson
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Melanie Archer
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Marshall B. Barton
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Steve Jacobs
Imani James
Cortez Jenkins
Diane John*
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Jason Scott Jordan
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Lawrence & Riley Kasmen*
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Thad King, Jr.
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David Lanier
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Lawrence J Lehman
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Jeff Lewis
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Jim & Nancy McGarrah
Brandon McGowan
Kylie McGregor
Mark McGregor
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Le’Dor Milteer & 
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Daniel Park
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Reginald Raymond
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Sheila & Chip Ryan*
Christina Saad
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Andrea Smith
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Lane Steinberger
Jamar Stewart
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Edward Thomas
Jeff & Colleen C. Tyner
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Peter Ward
Rebecca Farrow Wasserman
Lia Webster*
Chris White
Nathan Whitmire
Karen Wilbanks*
Robert & Lynda Wilson*
Nichelle Wilson
Cindy Worley
Tara O’Brien Wu*
Bill & Angela Young
Janice L. Zumot

* Change Maker Society members

Organizations
Active Productions 
 and Design, Inc. 
American Culinary Federation
Amerigroup Community Care*
ATN International
Bennett Thrasher Foundation*
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C.*
Betty and 
 Davis Fitzgerald Foundation*
Bison Production Company*
Bobbie Bailey Foundation*
C. Brandon Photography
C.D. Moody Construction 
 Company, Inc.*
California Pizza Kitchen, Inc.
Cathedral of Christ the King*

2019 Supporters
Thanks to the generous contributions of our supporters, we are able to provide our 
specialized services at no cost to the children and families we serve. Because of you,  
hope and healing for these children and their families is possible.



Income

Grant Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,817,099 58%
Contributions (restricted) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $539,110  17%
Special Events (net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $357,176 11%
Program Income / Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $246,643 8%
Contributions (unrestricted) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $193,132  6%

 Total $3,153,160

Expenses

Program Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,803,146 90%
Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $224,851  7%
Management & General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $81,690  3%

 Total $3,109,687

Center for Spiritual Living
Children’s Advocacy Centers 
 of Georgia*
Children’s Healthcare 
 of Atlanta Hughes Spalding*
Citibank*
Coca-Cola United
Coleman’s Cuppiecakes
Columbia Properties*
Criminal Justice 
 Coordinating Council 
 (C51-8-003, C51-8-010, C16-8-286, 

 C17-8-014, C18-8-080, C18-8-377, 

 V18-8-057, V19-8-054)*
DeKalb County Human 
 Services Department*
Dekalb School Employees 
 Foundation, Inc.
Delta Air Lines
Delta Community Credit Union 
Dunwoody Woman’s Club
Dynamic Marketing Systems
Eddie’s Attic
Edge Design Group
Endive
Farm Burger LLC
Federal Home Loan 
 Bank of Atlanta*
Frances Wood Wilson 
 Foundation, Inc.*
Frontline Surveying and 
 Mapping, Inc.
Georgia Department 
 of Human Services*
Greek Orthodox Ladies 
 Philoptochos Society*
Greystone Power Foundation*
Help for Children*
Imagery Wine
Jim Ellis Atlanta, Inc.*
John and Mary 
 Franklin Foundation*

John and Polly 
 Sparks Foundation*
Junior League of Atlanta*
Kirby Smart Family Foundation*
Kiwanis Foundation 
 of Atlanta, Inc.*
Leadership Atlanta 
 Class of 2019*
Levino Jones Medical 
 Interiors, Inc.
Litify, LLC*
Mayberry Electric, Inc. *
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Monge & Associates, P.C.*
Morgan Fund of the Community 
 Foundation for Greater Atlanta*
NAMI Rome
National Children’s Alliance 
 (2019 Direct Support, 
 2018-CI-FX-K003)*
National Children’s 
 Alliance (SPB)*
National Commission 
 on Certification of 
 Physician Assistants
Network for Good*
NetZero USA
North Georgia EMC Foundation
Northside Hospital*
Packard Capital*
Paulson Mitchell, Inc.*
Peachtree Tents and Events
Penn Law LLC*
Photofrenzy Booth
Pioneer Land Group*
Pittulloch Foundation*
Publix Super Markets 
 Charities, Inc.*
QuikTrip
RanDMC Photography
Redwood Wealth 
 Management, LLC

FinancialsRobert and Polly 
 Dunn Foundation*
Savannah Distributing Co. INC.*
SK Commercial Realty, LLC*
Slalom Consulting, LLC*
Society Boutique
Soireé Catering & Events
Sterling Seacrest
Stibo Systems
SweetWater Brewing Company
The Atlantan Modern 
 Luxury Magazine
The Goodman-Gable-Gould Co.
The Home Depot Foundation*
The Perfect Bartender
The RFP Fund, Inc*
Theisen Consulting
Thought-Logic*
Tito’s Vodka
Total Retail Group*
Transamerica Foundation*
U.S. Department of Health 
 and Human Services *
U.S. Department of Justice; 
Office of Justice Programs*
United Way of Greater 
 Atlanta, Inc.*
UPS Foundation*
UPS Southeast Hub Facility*
VAHS Studios
Vandi Express, LLC
Walmart Foundation
Weinberg, Wheeler, 
 Hudgins, Gunn & Dial LLC
Wells Fargo Foundation*
Williams Family Foundation 
 of Georgia Inc.*
YSE Linens

* Change Maker Society members

“ The Georgia Center is leading the fight and breaking the 
silence around the sexual abuse of children in our community. 
The impacts of this horrific crime can last a lifetime. With 
each child the Georgia Center serves, and each abuser we 
stop, we allow a child the chance to recover, and create 
safer, stronger and healthier communities.”
 Sherry Boston
 Dekalb County District Attorney
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2019 Board Officers Staff

Prevention

Forensic Services

Clinical Services

2019 Board Members

“ The Georgia Center for Child Advocacy continues 
to be a leader in the Southeast and nationwide in the 
fight to stop childhood sexual abuse, as the demand 
for its services unfortunately continues to grow. 
Our determined CEO, our tireless Clinical, Prevention, 
Forensic and Development team leaders and staff, our 
committed Board members, and our generous donors, 
make the world a better, safer place for our children 
each and every day.”
 Lawrence Kasmen
 Board Chair
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Full Member 
Children’s Advocacy 
Centers of Georgia

Attend a Stewards of Children Training

To Learn More:

Attend a Center of Change Tour

4th Wednesday of each month
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

To Schedule Contact 
specialevents@gacfca.org


